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ADVERTISEMENT. 



To you, who desire to live as Abraham and 
Sarah did, believing and obeying God, ia useful 
employments, and with the desire to secure 
spiritual blessings to your family, and to edu- 
cate your children in modest, becoming, use- 
ful, and religious manners — ^to you, this book, 
" The School of Good Manners " may be 
welcome. It will not make your children vain, 
proud, and idle;, bi^t it will teach them to love, 
honor, and help you. And you it will teach 
.iiow to govern your family, and to conduct in 
j^ouf house in such a way, that you will be res- 
peeted by your household, and will know how, 
with modesty, but without diffidence or un- 
easiness, to give to all persons, both at holkie 
aad -flifacoad, the honor that is due them. 
1» 
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It is hoped that this little book will help, by 
the blessing of God, to preserve us from that 
corrupt state of morals, when " the child shall 
behave himself proudly against the ancient, 
and the base against the honorable." The 
book appears to have been written in the early 
times of our country, and has had extensive 
circulation. The author's name is not known ; 
but no name is needed to give authority to the 
pred^ts here laid down, for they have the 
sanction of many Christian families, — ^they 
commend themselves to our conscience, and, 
above all, they agree with the wtwd of God. 

Some of the rules given may seem frivolous 
or needless ; but they who visit laboring fami- 
lies, both those that live in poverty, and those 
that live in comparative comfort and wealth, 
will be able to appreciate the value of these 
rules. They see large boys and girls sometimes 
speaking with the utmost familiarity to parent? 
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and aged persons, saying broadly. Yes or No ; 
sitting down with a careless air witfc jheir hats 
.on in respectable company ; snatching at ta-' 
S)le what they want, and saying to brothers and 
rsisters, — " Here, Suke, givB me that bread ; " 
or, " Here, Tom, hand me them taters ; " seiz- 
ing a chair when it is vacated for a moment, or 
contending for it ; and, on different occasions, 
using varioas rude and passionate language. 
Such are the manners, that may be witnessed 
even in families that are kind, hospitable, in- 
dustrious, moral, and religious at bottom. To 
correct such manners ^neral observations will 
not suffice, but specific directions must be given ; 
and yet they must not be too numerous. They 
need, moreover, to have the authority of age 
and general use. Antiquity and past use re- 
commend the School of Good Manners. 



This little book is composed for the^ 
help of parents, in teaching their chil- 
dren how to behave in their youth. — 
And it is humbly recommended to- 
school masters to introduce it into their 
schoob, as what is (thought by some) 
proper to be taught there, and might be 
very profitable. 
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SECTION I. 

4 

TWENTY GENERAL PltfiCEPTS* 

Fear God^and believe in Christ. 
Honor the magistrates. 
Reverence your parents. 
Submit to jour superiors. 
Despise not your inferiors. 
Be courteous jto ydur equals. 
Pray daily and devoutly. 
Converse with the good. 
Imitate not the wicked." 
Hearken diligently to instruction. 
Be very desirous of li^araing. 
Love the school. 
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12 SdUOOL OF GOOD JtlANNEBS. 

Be always neat and cleanly. 

Study virtue and embrace it. 

Provoke nobody. 

Love your school fellows. 

Please your master. 

Let not play entice you.. 
' * Restrain your tongue. 

Covet future honor, which only vir- 
tue and wisdom can procure. 



SECTION 11. 

OF BEHAVIOR AT THE MEETING HOUSE. 

Run not, or go carelessly, but walk 
decently to your seat or pew. 

Sit in the place to which you are di- 
rected by your superiors, parents or 
masters. 
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Shift not seats, but remain where you 
are placed. 

Lend the place, on which you sit, for 
the relief of any one that stands near 

Keep not too long the seat that is 
lent yoh by another, but, being relieved 
yourself, restore it again. 

Talk not in the meeting-house, es- 
pecially in time of prayer or preaching. 

Fix yo^r eye on the minister, and 
iS|it not wildly wander or gaz^K)n any 
person or tbiag. 

Attend diligently to the words of the 
n^inistfe^ TPray in your heart, with him 
whef^ne pl-ays. And while he preach- 
es listen that ^ou may remember. 

Be not in haste to run out of the 
meeting-house when the worship is 
ended, as if you were weary of being 
:here. 
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• Walk h9me decently and soberly, 
without haste or carelessness, thinking 
on what you have heard. 



SECTION IIL, 

or BEHAVIOR AT HOME. 

Make a bow always when you come 
home, and instantly take off your hat or 
bonnet. 

Never wear your hat or bonne! at 
home, especially before your parents or 
strangers. 

If you pass by your j^fents at any 
place where you see them, either by 
themselves or with compariyj bow to- 
ward ihcni. 

! » you go 10 speak to your parents, 
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and see them engaged in conversation 
with company, wait till they are through 
before you speak ; but if you must 
speak, be sure to whisper. 

Never speak to your parents without 
some title of respect, as. Father, Moth- 
erykPa, Ma, Sir,.&c. 

Dispute not, nor delay to obey your 

parents' commands. Go not from 

,home without your parents' leave, and 

return within the time limited by them. 

Come not into the room where your 
parents are with strangers, unless you 
are* called, and then enter decently ; 
and, at bidding, go out ; or if strangers 
come in while you are with them, it is 
manners with a bow to withdraw. 

Use respectful and courteous, not in- 
sulting and domineering deportment or 
tanguage toward all persons,. however 
young or humble in condition. 
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Quarrel not nor cpntend with your 
brothers or sisters, but live fa love, 
peace and unity. 

Grumble not, nor be discontented at 
any thing your parents appoint, speak 
or do. '^ 

Bear with meekness and patieilCe, 
and without murmuring and suUenness 
your parents' reproofs and corrections ; 
even though it should happen that they 
are causeless or undeserved. 



SECTION IV. 

OF BEHAVIOR AT TABLE. 

CoMK not to table without having 
your hands and face washed, and you 
head combed. 
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Sit not down until you are bidden bj 
your parents or other superiors ; and 
then in your proper place. 

Be sure jou never eat until thanks 
be first given to God. 

Offer not to carve for yourself, or 
to take any thing, even what you great- 
ly desire. 

Ask not for any thing, before it be 
offered to others and yourself. 

Find no fault jvith any thing that is 
^iven you. 

When you have food given you, be 
not the first to eat. 

Speak not at the table, if your- su- 
periors be conversing, but be silent, ex- 
cept when spoken to* 

If you want any thing from attend-* 
ants on the table, call to them softly. . 
Eat not too fast, or with greedy be-- 
havior. 

2* 
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Eat not too much, but temperately. 
Eat not so slow as to make others 
wait for you. 

Make no noise with your tongue, 
mouth, lips, or breath, in eating or 
drinking. 

Stare not in the face of any one 
(especially your elders) at the table. 

Grease not your fingers or napkin 
more than necessity requires. 

Dip not your meat in the sauce dish. 

Neither spit, cough, nor blow your 
nose at table, if it may be avoided ; but 
if there hi necessity, do it aside, and 
without much noise. 

Lean not your elbow on the table, 
or on thq back of your chair. 

Fill not your mouth too full, but be 
content with smaller mouthfuls. 

Blow not you food, but with patience 
wait until it be cool. 
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Smell not of your meat, nor put it to 
your nose ; turn it not the other side 
upward to view it upon your plate. 

Throw not any thing under the table. 

Hold not your knife upright in your 
hand, but sloping ; and lay it down at 
your right hand with the blade upon 
your plate. - 

Spit not forth any thing which is in- 
convenient to be swallowed, as the 
stones of plums, cherries, or such like, 
but with the left hand neatly move them 
to the side of your plate. * 

Fix not your eyes upon the plate of 
another, or upon the food on the table. 

• Raise not your eyes, nor roll them 
about when you are drinking. 

Bend your body a little downward to 
your piate, when you move any thing 
that is wuced to your mouth* 



% M 



20 SCHOOL OF GOOD MANNERS. 

Look not earnestly on any one that 
is eating. 

Keep the table cloth clean. 

Foul not the napkin or handkerchief 
all over, bat only at one corner. 

Gnaw not bpn^s at the table, but 
clean them with your.knife (unless they 
be very small ones) and hold them not 
with the whole hand, but with two fin- 
gers alone. 

Nfeither drink nor speak with any 
thing in your mouth, nor drink often. 

Put not a 1^ into your mouih until 
the former be swallowed. 

Before and' after you drintf, *^ipe 
your lips^with your napkin. « 

Pick not your teeth at table, unless, 
while you do it with one hand, you hold 
up»your napkin before your moutM with 
the other. ^ 



Vv 
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Frown not, nor murmur if there is 
any thing on the table of which your 
parents or strangers eat, while you have 
none given you. 



SECTION V. 

OF BEHAVIOR IN COMPANY. ' 

Enter not into company of superio^^ 
without command or calling, nor with- 
out a bow. 

Sing not nor hiim in your mojurth, 
while yo%are in company* .T.^ 

Do not wriggle with your body^hith- 
er and thither, but stand steady and 
upright. 

Play not like a mimic, with your fin- 
gers or feet. 

In coughing or sneezing, .make as 
M^!e noise as possible. 



22 SCHOOL OF GOOD MANNERS. *■ 

If you cannot avoid yawning, turn 
your face aside, and cover your nioutb 
with your band'or handkerchief. 

When you blow your nose^ use your 
handkerchief, and make but little tioise. 

Gnaw not your nails, nor pick them ' 
nor bite them with your teeth. 

Spit not in the room, but in the cor- 
ner ; or rather go out and do it abrx)ad. 

Lean not on the ch^ir of a superior 
standing behind hin1% 

Spit not on the ^re, nor sit at it 
with your feet or knees, too wide apart. 

Turn not your back to any, but place 
yourself so :that none may |p behind 
you. , ^ 

Kead no books, -^letters or other 
writings in company, unless Jt is ne- 
cessary, and you ask leave. 

Touch not, nor look upon the books 
or writings of any one, unless the own- 
er invite or desire you. 
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Come not near when another reads 
a letter, or any other paper. 

Let your countenance be moderately 
cheerful, neither laughing nor frowning. 

Laugh not aloud, but silently Anile, 
upon any occasion. 

Stand not before elder persons with 
your hands in your pockets, nor Scratcjjjk 
yoflr head, nor wink with your eye^ 
but Aiodestly look straight before you. 

When you walk with your superior 
in the.h©use or garden, give him the 
right ^or upper hand) and walk not 
even with him, but a little behind him, 
yet not so d^ant that it sh«ill be trou- 
blesome to him to speak to you, or 
hard for you to heal^htm. 

Look not boldly or wishfully in the 
face of your elders. 

'Jo look at one in company, and im- 
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mediately to whisper to another is un- 
mannerly. 

Whisper not in company. 

Among your equals be not froward 
and fretful, but gentle and affable. 



SECTION VI. 

• OP BEHAVIOR IN CONVERSATION. 

Among your elders speak not until 
you are spoken to, and are bidden to 
speak. 

Hold not your hand, nor any thing 
else before your mouth when you 
speak. * * 

Come not too near the person you 
speak to. 

If your superior speaks to you while 
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you sit, stand up before you answer. 
Sit now down uatii he bids you. 
' Speak neither very loud, nor too low. 

Speak clearly, not stammering, stum- 
bling nor drawling. 

Answer not one that speaks to you 
until he has done. 

Loll not when you speak to one 
^hom you should respect, or wfcen he 
speaks to you. 

Speak not without Sir^ or some oth- 
er title of respect, which is due to him 
to whom you speak. 

Debate not dogmatically with supe- 
riors in argument or conversation ; but 
readily submit your opinion to their as- 
sertions. 

If they say any thing which you 

know is erroneous, correct them not 

openly, (unless by way of inquiry if it 

is not otherwise than as they say,) nor 

3 
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contradict them, nor smile at it ; but 
pass over the error without notice or 
interruption. 

Mention not frivolous or little things 
among grave persons, ior those whom 
you should treat with respect. 

If your superior drawl or hesitate in 
his words, pretend not to help him out, 
or to prompt him. 

. Come not too near to two, who are 
whispering, or speaking in secret ; much 
less may you ask about what they con- 
fer. When your parent or master 
speaks to any person, do not speak or 
hearken to them. 

If your elders relate a story, say not 
I have heard it before, but attend to it 
as* if it were altogether new. Seem 
not to question the truth of it. If they 
do not tell it right, smile not, nor en- 
deavor to help them out, or add to their 
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relation. If any immodest or obscene 
thing be spoken in your hearing, do not 
smile, but settle your countenance as 
though you did not hear it. 

Boast not, in conversation, of your 
own wit or doings. 

Beware of uttering any thing hard to 
be believed. 

Interrupt not one that speaks, though 
you are familiar with him. ., 

Coming into company while any 
topic is discussed, ask not what was 
the preceding talk, but hearken to the 
remainder. 

Speaking of any distant person, it is 
rude and unmannerly to point at him. 

Laugh not at your own story, wit or 
jest. 

Use not any contemptuous or re- 
proachful language to any person, 
though very mean and inferior. 
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Be not over earnest, in talking, to 
justify your own sayings. 

Let youf words be modest about 
those things which concern only your- 
self- ' - * 

Repeat not over again the words of 
others, who ask you a question, or who 
talk with you. 



SECTION VII. 

OP BEHAVIOR AT SCHOOL. 

« 

Bow at coming in, taking off your 
h^, especially if your teacher is in the 
school. 

Loiter not, but immediately take 
your own seat ; and move not from 
one place to another until school time 
be over. 
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When any stranger comes into the 
school, rise up, and sit down in your 
place again, keeping a profound silence. 

Jf your teacher converse in the school 
with a stranger, stare not boldly on 
them, nor hearken to their talk. 

Interrupt not your teacher while a 
stranger or visiter is present, with any 
question, request or complaint. . 

At no time quarrel or talk in the 
school, but be quiet, peaceable and 
silent. Much less should you deceive 
and* wrong yourself by trifling away 
jour precious time in play.' * 

If your teacher speak to you, rise up 
respectfully, and make your answer 
standing. 

BafWl not aloud in making complaints. 
A boy's tongue should never be heard 
tn the school but in answering ques- 
tions, or saying lessons. 
3* 
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If a stranger speak to you in school^ 
stand up and answer with respect, ias if 
you spoke to your teacher. 

Hurry not out of school*, but go so- 
berly without noise when your tura 
comes. 

Go not rudely home through the 
streets; delay not by talking with boys> 
but go home quietly with all coqvenient 
haste. 

When it is time to return to school 
agaip, be sure to be there in season, 
and not loiter at home while your 
teacher is in school. 

Divulge not to any person whatever 
abroad, any thing which has passed in 
school, either spoken or done. 
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SECTION VIIL ^ 

OF BEHAVIOR ABROAD. 

.Go not singing, whistling, ^r halloo- 
ing along the street or road. 

Quarrel not with any Body you meet 
vor overtake. 

AffroiH none, especially your elders, 
in word or deed. 

Jeer hot at any person whatsoever. 

Always give the right hand to your 
superioj^, when you walk with them : 
and mwBi always to give them the wall 
in meeting or walking with them ; for 
that is the upper hand^ though then 
in walking, your superior should be at 
your left hand. But when three per- 
sons walk together^ the middle place is 
the most Jionorable ; and a son may 
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walk at his father's right, when his 
younger brother walks at his left. 
' Give yjour elders leave to pass before 
you in aay narrow place, where two 
persons c^not pass at once. 

If you 'walk with your parents, 
teacher, or any superior, go not care- 
lessly, nor forward of them; but a little 
behind them, or only even with them. 

Pay your respects to all you meet of 
your acquaifitajQce or friends. 

Run not hSisjily in the street, nor go 
too slowly ; wag not to and fro, nor use 
any antiQ or rude gestures, eSher pf 
your head, hands, feet, or body. 

Stare not at what you see that is 
unusual, whether person or thing, &c. 

Throw not any thing in the street,. 
as dirt, stones, &c. . 

Offend not the teachers or scholars 
of another school. 



SCHOOL OF GOOD MANNERS. 33 

SECTION IX. 

OF BEHAVIOR AMONG E<^UALS. 

As near as may be, converse with 
none but such as are good, sober and 
virtuous. Evil communications corrupt 
good manners. 

Be no^uarrelsome, but rather pa- 
tiently take than mischievously occa- 
sion anv wron^:. 

Reprove your companions as oft as 
there shall be occasion, for wicked ac- 
tions, or indecent expressions. 

Give place always to him that excels 
you in office, age, or learning. 

Be willing to' take those words as 
jesting which you have reason to 
believe were designed as such ; and 
fret not at your own companions' inno- 
cent mirth. 
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If your companions be a little too 
gross pr sarcastical in speaking, strive 
to take no notice of it, and to be un- 
moved by it. 

Abuse not your companion either by 
word or deed. 

Deal justly among boys, your equals, 
as carefully as if you were a man with 
men, and about business of |||gher im- 
portance. 

Be not selfish, but kind, free and 
generous to others. 

Jog not the table or desk, on which 
another writes. 

At play, make not your clothes, 
hands or facejdir<^y> ^^^^r sit upon the 
ground. 

Avoid sinful and unlawful recrea- 
tions, and all such as injure the body 
or mind. . 

Scorn not, or laugh at any for their 
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natural infirmities of body or mind; 
nor because of them affix to any a vex- 
ing title of contempt and reproach, but 
pity them, and be thankful that you 
are otherwise distinguished and fa- 
vored. 

Venture not to talk disrespectfully 
of those whom you ought to honor, nor 
to cast reflections on others' parents or 
masters ;*nor publi:^h any ihhv' '^ 



SECTION X. 

AN ADMONITION TO CHILDREN. 

Children, these are the chief of 
those rules of behavior, the observance 
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of which will preserve you from the 
disgraceful titles of sordid and clown- 
ish, and will secure you the honor of 
being esteemed civil and well educated. 
And there is scarce a sadder sight than 
a rude and vicious child. Avoid, there- 
fore, with the greatest diligence, so 
vile a disgrace. Be humble, submia- 
si ve^^and obedient to those whose au- 
' " ^w nature or providence, has a 

prl...*, 

commands and lawo .. .. ..ixc. . . 

dency than your truest good. Be al- 
ways respectful, never bold, insolent, or 
saucy, either in words or gestures. 
Let your body be on every occasion 
pliable, and ready to manifest in due 
and becoming ceremonies, the inward 
reverence you bear to those above you. 
By these means, by a timely and early 
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accustoming yourselves to a sweet and 
spontaneous obedience in your lower 
station and relations, your minds being 
habituated to your duty ; the task of 
obedience in further relations will be 
performed with greater ease and pleas- 
ure, when it shall please God that you 
come to riper years ; and at length, if 
it should seem good to the divine Pro- 
vidence, that you arrive at manhood, 
and become members of the Common- 
wealth, there will remain in your well 
managed minds no presumptuous folly, 
that may prompt or tempt you to be 
other than faithful, obedient and good 
citizens. 

Be kind, pleasant and loving, not 

cross or churlish to your equals ; and 

in thus behaving yourselves, all persons 

^ will desire your familiar acquaintance ; 

and many will be ready and willing 

4 
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(when an opportunity presents itself,) 
to serve and assist you. Your friends 
will be no fewer than all who know 
you, and observe the excellence and 
sweetness of your deportment. This 
practice, also, by inducing a habit of 
obliging, will fit you for conversation 
and society, and will facilitate and aid 
your dealing with men in riper years. 

Be meek, courteous and affable to 
your inferiors, not proud or scornful. 
To be courteous to the meanest is a 
true index of a great and generous 
mind. But the insulting and scornful 
gentleman, who has been himself, 
originally, low, ignoble or beggarly, 
makes himself, to his equals, ridicu- 
lous, and by his inferiors is repaid with . 
scorn and hatred. 

By carefully observing these me- 
thods of life, your superiors will indeed 
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esteem you ; your inferiors will honor 
and adn]ire you ; your equals delight 
in you ; all that know and observe you, 
will love and respect you ; your exam- 
ple will be held up as a pattern of in- 
genuousness and obliging behavior; 
you will be valued and well esteemed on 
every occasion, station and circumstance 
of your lives ; you will be blessed with 
the names of good scholars, good ser- 
vants, good masters, an4 good citizens ; 
the praise of the good will be your at- 
tendant all your life long ; your names 
will outlive the envy of the grave ; and 
the encoflium of survivors will pmbalm 
your memory, * ^^ 
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SECTION XL 

GOOD ADVICE TO CHILDREN. 

Believe without doubt that there is 
a God ; that he is most holy : hating 
sin, and that none shall see him and 
taste of his goodness, unless they walk 
in holiness before him. 

Be assured that the Sacred Scrip- 
• tures, the written Word of God, are 
true ; and that the things contained in 
them, will be found to be real. 

If God open your eyes, and bring 
you to salvation, it will be by light let 
into your mind by'^slioly Word. 

"Therefore read it, and reflect and 
meditate more upon it ; and never pe- 
ruse it without looking up to God to 
speak somewhat to you out of it. 

And when you go to hear the Word 
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preached, b^ sme that you go to hear 
God, and listen with diligence to every 
sentence tKkt is spoken. 

Make it one main work, to try again 
and again to meditate, and in medita- 
tion to conclude what your state is; 
and ask both God and your own con- 
science concerning your state ; and give 
no rest to either, till you put that great 
question out of question, where and 
how you shall spend eternity. • 

Be sure ^hat sin is the greatest evil 
i^he viprld; and that no affliction can 
hWJ j|DU^ if sin do not. 

Ermine what your most besetting 
sin i^p^hich you may know from its 
mos^/fequently rising out of your 
heOTt ; and bring that before God, and 
prjty Against it day and night; and re- 
solve against it; for you will have no 
4.* 
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communion with God, if this sin reign 
in you. 

Study to know Jesus Christ every 
way ; and give yourselves no rest until 
Christ is revealed as the most glorious 
object to you ; and until you can say, 
Now I ^ee that all other things are but 
loss in comparison with Christ. 

Make a serious dedication of your- 
self to Him, to be His, and choose Him 
to be yours. Write your own covenant 
and subscribe it ; and satisfy yourself 
with Christ, though you have nothing 
else, and give up yourself to be rifled 
by Him, and then say. Thou art my 
Lord : help me in the time of my (}}ffi- 
culties. \ 

Without fail, pray morning and' Sve- 
ning, with all seriousness^ fbr those 
things which you want, and against 
those things whi^ you fear. 
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Be faithful in your place and calling, 
and let not the least unrighteousness 
lie upon your conscience. 

Be diligent to improve time; and 
suffer not precious hours to run away 
in idleness. 

Be assured that you have momen- 
tous work to do, until you get sin par- 
doned and heaven assured. 

Make it a part of your daily work to 
call your heart to an account ; and do 
no occasional business without propo- 
sing some good end that will bear you 
out in it, be the event of that business 
what it will. 

If you love your life, beware of evil 
company as a deadly mischief. Rather 
have no friends than ill ones, which 
there are in every place. Have no fel- 
lowship with them. Avoid them if 
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possible, for the devil has thus poisoned 
many a man. 

Now is the time for you to offer to 
God the first fruits, the dew of your 
youth, the morning of your age, the 
prime of your days. 

Labor to approve yourself honest 
before God and men. The way to be 
upright is to walk before God. Set 
God before you as one that sees and 
tries, not only visible actions, but se- 
cret thoughts and secret works. 
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SECTION XIL 

A SHORT BAPTISMAL COVENANT TO BE SUB- 
SCRIBED AND KEPT BY YOUNG PERSQNS FOR 
THEIR USE AND COMFORT; WHICH, IF 
OFTEN AND SERIOUSLY REFLECTED ON, AND 
WELL CONSIDERED, WOULD TEND TO THE 
PRETENTION OF MUCH EVIL, AND WOULD BE 
THE MEANS OF SECURING MUCH JOY AND 
COMFORT TO THEIR SOULS. 

I TAKE God the Father^ to be my 
chief good and highest end. 

I take God the Son, to be my Prince 
and Savior., 

I take God the Holy Ghost, to be 
my sanctifier, teacher, guide and com- 
forter. 

I take the Word of God to be my 
rule in all my actions. 

I take the People of God to be my 
people in all conditions. 
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I do likewise devote and dedicate 
unto the Lord my whole self, all I am, 
all I have, and all I can do. 

All this I do deliberately ; and, as 
far as I know, my own heart, sincerely, 
freely, and forever more ; depending 
always on the sovereign grace of Godj 
and the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ 
atoncj for assistance and acceptance. 



SECTION XIII. 

OF 7AK1NO god's NAME IN VAIN. 

To say Lord, or O Lordj &c. in 
common talk on every frivolous occa- 
sion, is a sin, to which children are ad- 
dicted, but it is expressly forbidden in 
the third commandment, which is. 
Thou shalt not take the name of the 
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Lord thy God in vain ; for the L&rd 
will not hold him guiltless that Ic^eth 
his name in vain. Be warned, there- 
fore, to take heed of this sin. He mil 
not hold him guiltless, that is, He will 
surely hold him guilty. To be held 
guilty before God, denotesi two things. 
1. To be under the merit of everlasting 
wrath ; for, by taking God's name in 
vain you deserve the wrath of the great 
and infinite God. 2. To be guilty be- 
fore God, denotes your being bound to 
everlasting wrath ; for, taking God's 
name in vain binds you over to the 
judgment of the great day. When you 
appear before God's tribunal, and it is 
demanded of you, Guilty or not guilty? 
this sin alone will prove you to be 
verily guilty. 

And certainly, however the break- 
ers of this commandment may escapi^ 
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punishment from men, yet the Lord 
our God will not suffer them to escape 
his righteous judgment. 



SECTION XIV. 

OP VAIN, IDLE AND WICKED WORDS. 

This is another sin to which youth 
are addicted ; and they are to be warn- 
ed, That every idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account thereof in 
the day of judgment. Do you believe 
this, children? And will you speak 
vain words, idle words, wicked words ? 
O, beware of this evil. 
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SECTION XV. 

OF THE SIN OF LYING. 

This is another sin to which the 
young are addicted, and against which 
thej are to be warned. A lie is the 
speaking of an untruth knowingly and 
willingly, with a purpose to deceive. 

Of lies there are thiee sorts, namely, 
an officious lie^ a sporting lie^ a mali- 
cious lie. 

1. AaoflScious lie is intended to pre- 
vent some danger, or procure some 
good either to ourselves or neighbors. 
Thus Rahab lied, Josh. 2:4; and the 
woman who hid David's spies, 2 Sam. 
17: 20. 

2. A sporting lie, or a lie in jest, is 
made to promote mirth, or to pass away 
precious time. 

5 
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3. A malicious lie is that which is 
made with some evil, hurtful, danger- 
ous intent against our neighbor. 

All these sorts of lying are sinful. 

A lying tongue is one. of the things 
that are an abomination to the Lord. 
Prov. 6 : 16, J 7. A proud looky a ly- 
ing tongue^ ^c. And again, Prov. 12 : 
22, Lying lips are an abomination to 
the Lord, Lying is the mark of the 
devil's children, John 8 : 44, Ye are of 
your father the devil — he abode not in 
the truth because there is no truth in 
him ; when he speaketh a lie, He speak- 
eth of his own ; for he is a liar and the 
father of it. 

Liars are reckoned among the gross- 
est of sinners, and must go to the same 
hell, to which they are going. We are 
told, Rev. 21 : 8, The fearful and un- 
believing, and the abominable, and mur- 
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deters, and whoremongers, and sorcer- 
ers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall 
have their part in the lake which burn- 
eth with fire and brimstone. 

A liar is abhorred of both God and 
man. He is abhorred of God, as you 
were before told. Lying lips are an 
abomination to the Lord. Prov. 12 : 
27. He is also abhorred of man ; 
David could not endure a liar in his 
sight. Psalm 101 : 7. He that work- 
eth deceit shall not dwell within my 
house ; he that telleth lies shall not 
tarry in my sight. It is said of Pom- 
ponius that he never used lying, neither 
could he with patience lend his ear to 
a liar. Tenendo was so strict in judg- 
ment, that he caused an axe to be held 
over the heads of witnesses to execute 
* them instantly, if they w^ere taken in 
a falsehood. If one accustom himself 
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to lying, he is not believed when he 
speaks the truth. Augustine says of 
an officious lie, to tell a lie, even for do 
hurt, but for good, should not be done 
by us, though it vrere to save the whole 
world. Though some saints and holy 
servants of God have used the officious 
lie, as Rebekah and Jacob, Gen. 27 : 
18; and Abraham, Gen. 20 : 2; yet 
their faults were not recorded for our 
imitation, but for our caution. 



SECTION XVL 

OF OBSCENE AND WANTON SPEECHES, AND 
FILTHY AND^ LASCIVIOUS SONGS AND BALLADS. 

This is another sin to which the 
young are addicted, and against which 
they are to be warned ; and this sin 



SCHOOL OF «00D MANNERS^ 53 

greatly corrupts youth, The apostle 
Paul cautions you against it, Eph. 4 : 
29^ Let no corrupt communication 
• proceed out of your mouth ; and chap. 
6: 4, Neither filthiness, nor foolish 
talking, nor jesting, &c. Avoid lascivi- 
ous speeches, and wanton songs or bal- 
lads : take heed of these things, for the 
practice of them^ will greatly corrupt 
you. You should much rather improve 
your time in reading the Bible, and 
other books of piety, w^hich have a 
tendency to make you wise unto sal- 
vation. 



SECTION XVTL 

OF PROFANE AND RASH SWEARING. 

This is another vice to which young 
tiaeit are too much addicted ; but which 
5* 
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is expressly forbidden by. our Savior, 
Mat, 6 : 34, Swear not at all, (that is, 
profanely or rashly) but let your com- 
munication be, yea, yea ; nay, nay, for 
whatsoever is more than these com- 
eth of evil ; that is, cometh of the 
devil, that evil one, ~ Beware of swear- 
ing* By/at7A, and By truth; much more, 
beware of swearing by the name of 
God, 



SECTION XVIII. 

OF PROFANING THE SABBATH DAY. 

Sabbath-breaking is another sin to 
which the young are too generally 
prone. The fourth commandment is. 
Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy. But how contrary to .this is the 
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practice of very many children, and 
older persons too. Oh, then, beware 
of playing upon the Lord's day, which 
is the Christian Sabbath, but spend the 
whole day in religious exercises. That 
famous judge, Sir Matthew Hale, in a 
letter to his grand-children, in which 
he gives them directions for the sanc- 
tification of the Lord^s day, says, " that 
be often found that the due observance 
of this day, was always attended with 
a blessing on the rest of his time ; and 
the week so begun was blessed and 
prosperous to him ; but if, on the other 
hand, he had been negligent in the du- 
ties of this day, the rest of the week 
was unhappy ; so that he could easily 
make an estimate of his success, by his 
manner of passing this day ; and this," 
says he, ** I do not write lightly or in- 
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considerately, but upon long and sound 
observation and experience," 

A late writer tells us that a friend of 
hiS) observing a woman exposing fruit 
for sale on the Lord's day, advised her 
to leave that practice and attend public 
wojshipy and serve God upon his day. 
The woman replied, that she took 
more money on the Lord's day than on 
any other day of the week, and that 
she could not live if she did not do 
thus* It was replied, If you would 
leave off this practice, and keep the 
Lord's day holy, attending public wor- 
ship ; and whenyou come^home would 
spend the time in reading the Scrip- 
tures, in prayer to God, and in praise 
for hijs mercies, God <would send a bles- 
sing on your labors on the rest of the 
week, which you cannot expect so long 
as you make a market of Jiis Sabbath, 
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The woman hearkened to his advice, 
and some time after, thanked him for 
it, saying, she had found his words 
true ; for, ever since she had kept the 
Sabbath, she had sold more on Mondays 
and Tuesdays than she used to sell all 
the week before. But by observing 
this holy day, we may obtain greater 
things than temporal blessings, namely, 
spiritual and eternal blessings. 

Consider, also, the judgments which 
have overtaken those who have pro- 
faned this day. Six young men set off 
on the morning of the Lord's day, in a 
boat for a pl^ure excursion ; arid they 
never returned, A squall, it was sup- 
posed, overset the boat, and plunged 
all within it into the deep^ One of 
these young men said, a short time be- 
fore, to a pious relative, " What is there 
of pleasure that I have not tried ? yet I 
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cannot obtain happiness. I know that 
the good man is the only happj one ; 
I would give the world to be such, but 
I cannot pray." His relative wished 
him to attend religious service at the 
chapel. " I would," he replied, " do 
any thing almost that you wish me^ 
except attending there — that I cannot 
do." Thus his Sabbaths were mis- 
spent, and being an excellent swimmer, 
he might think himself more safe, and 
might be more bold to venture abroad 
upon the water on the Lord's holy day. 
But none are so safe, when they sin, as 
to be secure from thi^ judgments of 
God ; and in all ages there are many 
monuments of the divine displeasure 
against Sabbath-breakers. 

But Sabbath-breakers expose them- 
selves to that which is worse than any 
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temporal judgments, — to spiritual aod 
eternal judgments. . 



SECTION XIX. 

OP STEALING. 

This is another sin to which some 
children are prone, though it is forbid- 
den in the eighth commandment, which 
is. Thou shalt not steal. To steal is to 
take that which is another's, without 
his leave. Oh, children, beware of the 
sin of stealings Steal not the value of 
a pin from any, especially from your 
parents or masters ; for to steal from 
them is a great sin, though some may 
count it none at all. A thief is reck- 
oned among those sinners that shall be 
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shot out of heaven, 1 Cor. 6 : 9, " Know 
ye not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God ? Be not 
deceived, neither fornicators nor idol- 
aters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate^ 
nor abusers of themselves with man- 
kind, nor thi'eves, ( who are placed in 
the middle of these ungodly ones, as if 
tkey were the worst of all) nor covet- 
ous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom 
of G#i.^' . 



SECTION XX. 

OF DISOBEDIENCE TO PARENTS. 

Disobedience to parents, though a 
great sin, is yet common among chil- 
d ran. Obedience to parents is express- 
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ly required of children in the fifth com- 
mandment, which is, Honor thy father 
and thy mother. But, alas, how many 
children violate this great command- 
ment! Disobedience to parents is so 
foul a sin, that it is put into that' black 
catalogue in Rom. 1 : 29, 30, 31, 
" Being filled with all unrighteousness, 
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 
maliciousness ; full of envy, nfurder, de- 
bate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 
backbiters, haters of God, despit^l, 
proud, boasters, inventors of ^evil 
tilings, disobedient to parents^ covenant 
breakers, without natural affection, im- 
placable, unmerciful." M^ny, that 
have come to an untimely death, and 
that both in the days of old, and in our 
dayS| in the land of our forefathers' 
sepulchres, and in the land w^here we 
live, when the terrors of death have 
6^ 
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been upon them, and they were just 
ready to launch into an awful eternity, 
have bitterly lamented and have very 
much bewailed, as a sin very provoking 
to God, disobedience to their parents. 
Let children take heed that they be not 
found among such ; but lot them al- 
ways remember that word, Eph. 6:1, 
" Children, obey your parents iii the 
Lord : for this is right." 
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A SET OF 13 MISCELLANEOUS 50 

CARDS FOR INFANT SABBATH 

SCHOOLS. 

They are much like the set of 32, only 
the cuts are of various shapes and sizes. 
164 CLARA WELFORD, OR THE WID- 30 

OW OF MONMOUTH— Part III. 

This is the continuation of a series of 
books destgned to interest the young in 
the historical and biographical parts of 
the Old Testament. It is in the dialogue 
form, and commencing with the story of 
David's hiding in the cave of Adullam, 
embraces the whole subsecjuent history 
and character of that prince ; the life and 
deeds of his son Solomon ; the character ' 
. and. acts of Elijah and Elisba, as well as 
of Reboboamp and many of the kings of 
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Israel. It lirings down the Bible history 
somewhat farther than the sad end of Ahab 
and Jezebel. It is a well-printed volume ; 
and has a frontispiece representing the 
Wei ford family. 

108 THE ADVENTURES OF LOT, THE 21 
NEPHEW OF ABRAHAM. 
The object of this little volume is to al- 
lure the young to the study of the Holy 
Scriptures; and to the study of human 
nature, as there delineated. It is also 
designed to guard against indulging too 
much in wild adventures, and in schemes 
for money making. Lot i& represented 
as too " worldly ; " and as suffering what 
he did, in Sodom and elsewhere, in con- 
sequence of his ambitious and worldly 
spirit. Another object of the work is, to 
show, by contrast, the excellence of Abra- 
ham's character. 

44 FRATERNAL LOVE. 12 

A series of conversations between James 
and his mother, designed to show children 
the importance of loving each other. The 
conversation sometimes turns on Joseph 
and his brethren, Cain and Abel, David 
and Jonathan, and others. Each point is 



PESCRIPTITS CATALOGUE. 

Pages. Price. 

discussed very fully, and great pains is 

taken to see tliat James understands one 

thing before he proceeds to another. 

27 JONAH'S FLIGHT. 9 

A familiar conversation between Mr. 
Williams and his little son, Samuel, al^t 
Jonah, and his attempting to flee away 
from the presence of God. The object of 
the author is, to show, in a simple and 
intelligible nianner, the danger of neglect- 
ing to perform that which we know to be 
our duty. 
S3 A WISE SON. 9 

This little volume is by the author of 
The Favx)rite Son, Wisdom and her Ways, 
A Jewish Babe, &c. It shows, in a famil- 
iar manner^ what are the marks of a wise 
son: knowledge, humility, love of good 
things and persons,— hatred of evil things, 
-*-and wise and virtuous actions. 
35 INFANT SABBATH SCHOOL QUES- 6 

TION AND BIBLE PICTURE BOOK 
^ —No. I. 

This is designed as the beginning of a 

series of Text Books for Infant Sabbath 

■cbools. Tbo present volume contains 

sixteen lessons, each of which is illustmiAii 

6* 
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by aD engraving, and a set of questions. 
The lessons are selected, and many of 
them refer to striking traits of character, 
or to important events. 

36 WISDOM AND HER WAYS. 9 

^This is written by the Rev. Alexander 
Fletcber. Its object is to show, in a 
plain and simple manner — by means of 
stories and familiar illustrations — what true 
wisdom is, and the ways which lead to 
her. It contains, in particular, an account 
of F. Dawson, a pious little boy of England. 
The volume has also a handsome frontis- 
piece. 

48 FILIAL OBEDIENCE. 12 

Written by Rev. Alexander Fletcher. 
Its object is, to show, in a plain and simple 
style, in what manner children should 
honor and obey their parents ; and also to 
present the more obvious reasons for ren- 
dering this honor and obedience. With a 
portrait of a pleasant and happy family. 

252 THE DAWN OF DIVINE LIGHT 37J 
• UPON POPISH DARKNESS. 

This is an account of the rise and pro- 
gress of the Reformation in Germany; in 
the sixteenll^i century ; and is designed as 
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the twelfth volume of the Sabbath School 
Church History. It is in the form of fa- 
miliar dialogue between a mother and her 
children ; but some of them are represent- 
ed as rather older than ordinary •Sabbath 
school children ; and the work is therefore 
intended not only for Sabbath schools, J^at 
also for Family Libraries. The reader will 
find, in this volume, nearly all the particu- 
lars of the life of that extraordinary man 
and reformer, Luther, from the time of his 
birth until he was confined in the castle of 
Wartburg. 

229 ASTRONOMY, Oil THE PERFEC- 37J 
TIONS OF GOD DISPLAYED IN 
HIS WORKS. 

The object of 'this work is, to lead the 
young into the sublime field of knowledge 
which Astronomy presents, for the pur- 
pose of raising their thoughts to God, and 
exciting sentiments and feelings of Irue 
piety. The writer begins with Creation 
on general ; the history of Astronomy is 
next considered ; after which the various 
parts and relations of the solar system are 
studies. The last mentioned part of the 
work is Id the dialogue form. There is a 
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separate chapter on the moon, another on 
the eclipses, another on gravitation, and 
another ou a plurality of worlds. The last 
five chapters are on the attributes of God, 
— his Omnipresence, his Omniscience, his 
Omnipotence, his Immutability and Truth, 
and his Benevolence and Justice. The 
work is printed with large type, and has 
several good engravings. 

233 NEWCOMirS SCRIPTURE QUES- 20 
TIONS; FOR THE USE OF Sabbath 

9CHOOLS AND BiBLE CLASSES. 

This volume is a series of questions on 
the E|)i6t1e of Paul to the Romans. It is the 
first of aseriesof Biblical questions,in prepa- 
ration by the same author, and is intended 
fts a companion both to Sabbath schools and 
Bible classes. Foi* their convenience, as 
well as for other important reasons, the 
questions in the present volume are ar- 
ranged in fifly-two lessons. Each les* 
eon is divided into two sections. The fir^ \ 
division of each lesson is in very simple 
language, designed for young children, 
and is be8t,though not exclusively, adapted 
to Sabbath schools. The second is best 
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adapted to older children, and especially to 
Bible classes. The author, however, ex- 
presses a hope that the "mnjority of Bible 
readers in Sabbath schools will study both 

Besides a General Preface, and an ad- 
dress to parents, showing them how they 
may best aid teachers in the work of bene- 
fiting the minds and souls of their children, 
the work contains a short address to teach- 
ers, and a chapter of explanations and gen- 
eral directions in regard to the most appro- 
priate method of using the questions, to- 
gether with many practical suggestions on 
Bible classes and teachers' meetings, both 
for study and for prayer ; the best method 
of studying the lessons, and of addressing 
the schools by the superintendent. 

It is urged that each scholar should have 
a question book, and however young he 
may be, should be required to examine the 
texts referred to, in connection with each 
quesiion. The second series of questions 
in each lesson is intended, if the teacher is 
thorough, to bring out the full meaning, 
doctrinal, as well as practical, of the pas- 
fiAge or passages to which it refers. 
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144 PROSPECTIVE MISSIONS IN WEST- 28 
ERN AFRICA. 

This is intended as the seventh volume 
of a series, by the same i/vriter on missions. 
It consists of a series of conversations, on 
the manners, customs, men, animals, veg- 
etables, curiosities, &c., &c., in Liberia and 
Ashantee, in the Timaree country, the Soo- 
lima country, the kingdom of Uoussa, 
omong the Mandingoes, on the rivers 
Niger, Zaire, Calabar, &c. It shows, in 
particular, the state of knowledge, morals 
and religion in these regions of Western 
Africa, and the indispensable necessity of 
sending missionaries among them. The 
conversations are represented as taking 
place between Mr. Delevan and four 
lads and two misses belonging to Mr, 
Carrington^s family, of whom he was the 
private instructer, 

84 BIBLICAL CATECHISM. No, IV. 

The same series, in eleven lessons. 
Subject, — Character of Moses. 

CONVERSATIONS ON THE BUR- 24 
MAN MISSION. 



l>ESCRIPTiy£ CATALOGUE. 

Pages. Pric«. 

CONVERSATIONS ON THE BIBLE. 24 
Br Erodore. 

PARENT'S MONITOR, AND TEACH- 24 
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MERRILL'S HARMONY OP THE 
KINGS AND PROPHETS. LOO 
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HISTORY OF HAYTI. 13J 

HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN BAP- ISi 
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Class Papers, per liundred, 50 
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